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E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: EXPLOSION AT RESIDENCE OF CZECH AMBASSADOR IN 
EAST BERLIN. 

1 . AN EXPLOSION OF CONSIDERABLE FORCE OCCURRED AT THE 
EAST BERLIN RESIDENCE OF THE CZECH AMBASSADOR TO THE GDR 
ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 20 AT APPROXIMATELY 1700 HOURS. THE 
BLAST DESTROYED ALL THE WINDOWS ON THE GROUND FLOOR, 

BLEW OUT PART OF THE ROOF ON A ONE-STORY SECTION OF THE 
HOUSE, AND RAISED A HUGE CLOUD OF DUST AND SMOKE. NEIGHBORS 
WHO RAN TO THE SCENE WERE NOT PERMITTED TO ENTER THE 
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RESIDENCE BY THE GDR POLICE GUARD MANNING THE PERMANENT 
GUARD POST DIRECTLY OPPOSITE THE HOUSE. THE POLICEMAN HIM- 
SELF WOULD NOT ENTER THE RESIDENCE, ALTHOUGH HE WAS URGED 
TO DO SO BY THE BYSTANDERS, WHO FEARED THERE WERE POSSIBLY 
INJURED PERSONS INSIDE. HE SAID HE HAD "INFORMED THE 
AUTHORITIES" AND THAT THE AMBASSADOR, HIS FAMILY AND STAFF 
HAD LEFT THAT MORNING ON HOLIDAY. 
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2. THE DUTCH EMBASSY COUNSELOR, FROM WHOM THIS INFORMA- 
TION WAS OBTAINED, LIVES ABOUT 100 YARDS FROM THE CZECH 
AMBASSADOR'S RESIDENCE, AND IMMEDIATELY RAN TO THE SCENE 
OF THE BLAST. HE REPORTED IT TOOK ABOUT 30 MINUTES FOR 
ANYONE TO ARRIVE AT THE SCENE, AND AT LEAST AN HOUR FOR AN 
AMBULANCE TO ARRIVE. ALTHOUGH NO EFFORT WAS MADE TO DIS- 
PERSE THE CROWD THAT HAD GATHERED, OBSERVERS COULD NOT 
DETERMINE IF THERE WERE ANY INJURED PERSONS AND WHETHER 
THEY WERE REMOVED FROM THE HOUSE OR NOT. LATER IN THE 
EVENING THE STREET WAS CLOSED TO ALL TRAFFIC, BRIGHT 
LIGHTS WERE MOUNTED INSIDE THE HOUSE, AND A THOROUGH 
INVESTIGATION WAS APPARENTLY IN PROGRESS. 

3. US EMBASSY PERSONNEL WHO LIVE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
HEARD THE EXPLOSION, AND HAVE CONFIRMED THAT THE STREET 
WAS CLOSED TO FOOT AND AUTOMOBILE TRAFFIC SUNDAY NIGHT. 

4. COMMENT: WHILE IT IS CONCEIVABLE THAT THE EXPLOSION 
COULD HAVE BEEN ACCIDENTAL, THE COINCIDENCE WITH THE 10TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE SOVIET INTERVENTION IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
ALSO SUGGESTS THE POSSIBILITY OF A BOMB BLAST, ALTHOUGH 
WE HAVE NO IDEA WHO WOULD TAKE THE RISK INVOLVED, OR WHY 
SUCH AN ATTEMPT WOULD BE MADE AGAINST THE CZECH AMBASSA- 
DOR HERE. WE WILL CONTINUE TO ATTEMPT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT 
WHAT OCCURRED. BOLEN 
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